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Classical Philology 26 (191 5), 73, in explaining the 
omission of the magistcr officiorum from his elaborate 
dissertation upon The Roman Magistri in the Civil 
and Military Service of the Empire. Like the former 
monograph this has been well planned and thoroughly 
carried out. The special literature, like the Notitia, 
the Constitutiones, the De Caerimoniis, the De 
Magistratibus, inscriptions, etc., has been carefully 
excerpted, but one might suppose that, in the general 
literature of the Empire, especially Christian history 
and biography, which is but seldom utilised, something 
of value and occasionally perhaps of more human inter- 
est might have been gleaned. 

To the handling of the theme proper is prefixed a 
brief discussion of the Roman magistri in general from 
the earliest times, to which part of the work Appendix 
A, references to the Title magister in inscriptions, 
belongs. One has the feeling that the author collected 
material on the designation magister, intending to write 
a history of the mastership, but finding that the title 
was too vague and elastic (for one might well hesitate 
to write a study of functionaries in general, social, 
educational, military, civil, etc.), he abandoned the 
attempt, but very properly preserved the material for 
those who might have occasion to employ certain 
portions of it in special studies. Apropos of this 
material, however, I miss all reference to Isidore (e.g. 
on the dictator as magister populi), Servius (magister 
equitum), Ps.-Acro (e.g. magistros besiiarum, a term 
which, if I mistake not, Dr. Boak does not list), the 
Latin scholiasts in general, the grammarians, and 
many Christian writers, from whom perhaps something 
worth while might have been secured. I mention this, 
not as ungrateful for the extensive material collected, 
but merely to indicate to those who may wish to pursue 
the subject further that not every scrap of evidence 
has been collected yet, as one might perhaps have care- 
lessly inferred from the introductory sentence. In 
particular no attempt has been made to collect all 
references to the title magister equitum, and the dis- 
cussion of this designation and that of magister populi 
(dictator) in the text above, is hardly adequate for two 
such ancient and important positions in the state. 

The study proper is an attempt to treat the entire 
history of the Mastership in the spirit of Seeck and 
Bury, one of whom had explained its origin, the other 
set forth its full development in the ninth century. 
Chapter III takes up the history of the office, Chapter 
IV its competence, Chapter V its titles, honors, and 
privileges, all very clearly and conscientiously set forth, 
even to such details as, "In admitting the senate and 
the ex-Prefect to their places the Emperor gave the 
signal to the Praepositus, who nodded to the Master, 
who in turn signalled to the Master of Ceremonies, 
. . . who summoned the dignitaries" (page 100). 
Such details, if not very valuable directly and in them- 
selves, are nevertheless notable for the oblique light 
which they cast on Byzantinism, serving to characterize 
the institution and the office, and to leave a more vivid 



impression of the spirit which informed all the functions 
and variations of the mastership, than much of what 
is conventionally regarded as more serious historical- 
data. 

Of course these chapters are difficult to summarize; 
suffice it to say that the conclusions are not revolu- 
tionary, and new interpretations are restricted to minor 
points, as was of course inevitable in a study which does 
not pretend to be other than the filling in of a large-scale 
outline. 

There follows a useful bibliography of "ancient 
authors cited, and of modern works most frequently 
referred to", where, in passing, it might be noted that 
the entries for Theophylactus Simocatta (for whom in 
any event the edition by de Boor, 1887, should have 
been used) and Zonaras have been run together at 
some time in the course of publication, with rather 
surprising results, while some of the modern works 
listed have been referred to, so far as I observed, only 
once, so that a few others, mentioned at least as often 
as that, would have made the list complete, and so 
even more helpful. Appendix A, which follows, 
has been spoken of above. Appendix B, a list of the 
Masters during the two periods, i.e. active and honorary, 
would seem to be fairly complete, but in view of the 
absence of other than what we might call the technical 
and official ancient literature in the field of administra- 
tion, may not be entirely so. 

The whole is a_ work of learning, critical ability, 
industry, and admirable powers of exposition. His- 
torians and philologists will welcome more studies of 
this kind from Dr. Boak's pen. 
The University of Illinois. W. A. OLDFATHER. 



THE SPIRIT OF ANCIENT SACRIFICE 

In The Classical Weekly 8.144 D r - Kent told a 
humorous story apropos of the feeling that prompted 
offerings to the dead. An incident in the girlhood of 
Jane Addams makes equally realistic the spirit of 
ancient sacrifice. In Twenty Years at Hull-House, 
16-17, she writes: 

We erected an altar beside the stream, to which for 
several years we brought all the snakes we killed during 
our excursions, no matter how long the toilsome journey 
which we had to make with a limp snake dangling 
between two sticks. I remember rather vaguely the 
ceremonial performed upon this altar one autumn day, 
when we brought as further tribute one out of every 
hundred of the black walnuts which we had gathered, 
and then poured over the whole a pitcher full of cider, 
fresh from the cider mill on the barn floor. I think we 
had also burned a favorite book or two upon this pyre 
of stones. The entire affair carried on with such 
solemnity was probably the result of one of those 
imperative impulses under whose compulsion children 
seek a ceremonial which shall express their sense of 
identification with man's primitive life and their fami- 
liar kinship with the remotest past. 

Northwestern University. Eugene S. McCartney. 
Evanston, 111. 



